
 

Living Lives of Risk 

“But risk must be taken, because the greatest 
hazard in life is to risk nothing. 
The person who risks nothing, does nothing, has 
nothing, 
is nothing, and becomes nothing. 
They may avoid suffering and sorrow, but they 
cannot learn, feel, change, grow, love, live.”  ~ 
Janet Rand 

~~~ 

Let’s face it: life is a risky business.  And there's a 
paradox involved that becomes more and more 
obvious as we think about risks: the more we try to 
protect ourselves, the more we lose.    

For many years I have wondered about the meaning of 
life.  When all is said and done, why are we here?   

Perhaps, you might say, it is just random, that there is 
no purpose.  And of course there is no way of proving 
anything.  But as the years go by and I observe us 
moving through all the cycles of life, sometimes 
blessed by joy, other times beset by tragedy, I have 
come to believe that ultimately we are all a part of the 
growth of the universe.  The universe is expanding.  
We foster that, through our own growth, through 
loving, through having children, through our own 
personal development to achieve the potential we are 
born with.  We both serve life and growth, and are 
served by it. 

It seems, then, in order to serve Life, and ourselves, we 
must devote ourselves to growth.  We must seek out 
ways to grow our spirits, our minds, and our hearts, 
throughout our lives.  Sometimes life does this for us: 

our hearts break wide open, and end up larger. 

To grow, to change, to serve Life, we must take risks.  
If we love someone, we risk having our hearts broken, 
in many different ways.  But what if we never take the 
risk?  The words of the old Simon and Garfunkel song 
are going through my mind:  “I touch no one, and no 
one touches me…I am a rock.  I am an island.  But a 
rock feels no pain.  And an island never cries.” 

Then, too, we have to risk change.  Change is one of the 
hardest things for we humans to face; we like things to 
stay the same so that we can be comfortable.  But 
again, if we are called to serve Life, we must enable 
growth, both in ourselves and in all those around us.  
We take risks to allow for growth and change.  We say 
‘yes’ to ideas, or to deep yearnings within ourselves.  
Yes to relationships, yes to wanting children, yes to 
moving across the country for a new job, yes to 
becoming involved in a church or in community life.  
Every time we say yes, we have a chance to help Life 
expand.  And we take a risk. Nothing will be the same 
as a result. 

May we be seeking ways to allow our lives to expand.  
May we balance the risks so that we can open our 
hearts to change, to growth, to the potential for loss.  
For in opening ourselves in this way, in taking risks, 
we are saying yes to Life itself. 

 

Blessings on the journey, 

Janet 
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Our theme for the month of March is Risk.  This 
is a rich topic that can take us in many different 
directions.  Often, risk is associated with 
unnecessary actions: bungee jumping, driving 
recklessly, taking chances that can cause injury 
and death.  But what of our daily lives?  How do 
we take risks?  It's about opening our hearts, 
stepping forward in new directions, allowing 
ourselves to grow and change.  Are you ready to 
take risks?  How do you already risk yourself 
and your vulnerability? Allowing ourselves to 
take risks requires faith.  In what do you place 
your faith? 
 

 

Worship Services in March 

 

Sunday, March 5, 2017:  Opening to Life, led by 
Reverend Janet Parsons 

 

Sunday, March 12, 2017: Coping with the 
Intolerable, led by Reverend Janet Parsons 

 

Sunday, March 19, 2017:  Guest worship leaders 
from the Unitarian Universalist Urban Ministry 
in Boston, the Reverend Susan Chorley and 
Marvin Venay. 

 

Sunday, March 27, 2017:  Social Justice Sunday, 
to be announced 

During the month of February We explored 
Identity:   

Drawing from Many Sources: 

Background on Imbolc and Groundhog Day: 

http://www.wicca-spirituality.com/bride.html 

Song:  "We Are" by Ysaye Barnwell:  https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=NzJPRyauMME 

 
Blessings of Kindness: 

(“Massachusetts Hotline Tracks Post-Election 
Hate,” National Public Radio, February 18, 
2017.  www.npr.org) 

Information on the Buddhist Middle 
Way:  (https://jackkornfield.com/finding-the-
middle-way/) 

Poem:  Breathe, by Lynn Ungar - https://
www.questformeaning.org/quest-article/
breathe-ungar/ 

 
Confronting Our Whole History/Trying, 
Failing, and Trying Again: 

Mark Morrison-Reed, Darkening the Doorways: 
Black Trailblazers and Missed Opportunities in 
Unitarian Universalism, Boston: Skinner House 
Books, 2011.) 

The Worship Theme for the Month of March is Risk  

Going Deeper with Identity  

Minister’s Hours  

By appointment:   Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

  email       rev.janetparsons@gmail.com  

"We are here essentially to risk ourselves in the world. 
We are a form of invitation to others and to otherness. 
We are meant to hazard ourselves for the right thing, 
for the right woman or the right man, for a son or a 
daughter, for the right work or for a gift given against 
all the odds." ~ David Whyte 

http://www.wicca-spirituality.com/bride.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NzJPRyauMME
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NzJPRyauMME
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https://jackkornfield.com/finding-the-middle-way/
https://www.questformeaning.org/quest-article/breathe-ungar/
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Up-Coming Adult Programs 

Soul Matters Reflection Group 

Our Soul Matters conversation group continues to meet after coffee hour at 11:45 on the first Sunday of 
every month.  We are experimenting with having a wrap-up conversation about the previous month's 
theme.  Our conversation on Sunday, March 5 will focus on February's theme of Identity.  This is a drop-
in group - everyone is welcome and our conversations are lively and compelling.  Please join us! 

 

Theology Discussion Group 

Our ongoing Theology Discussion group will meet on Wednesday, March 8 at 2:30 p.m. in the Histori-
cal Room.  We continue our exploration of the bible, reading John Buehrens' Understanding the Bible: An 
Introduction for Skeptics, Seekers, and Religious Liberals.  This month we are finishing up the Hebrew Bi-
ble (Old Testament) with the two chapters Redemptions and Expectations, found on pages 108 - 133. 

Everyone is welcome to join at any time.  Our conversations are rich and wide-ranging and offer much 
food for thought.  We would love to have you join us! 

 

Social Justice Common Read 

We have been having a variety of conversations around issues of racism, beginning with prophetic voic-
es of color on Martin Luther King Sunday, and more recently with guest preacher Ken Wagner, who 
spoke of his own struggle with privilege, and last Sunday when we shone a light on racist aspects of our 
UU history.   

Rev. William Barber's name is frequently in the news these days.  He spoke at the Democratic National 
Convention in July and is the author of The Third Reconstruction: Moral Mondays, Fusion Politics, and the 
Rise of a New Justice Movement.  The UUA chose The Third Reconstruction as its 2016-17 Common Read 
for congregations. 

Rev. Janet will lead two conversations about The Third Reconstruction, on Tuesday evenings, March 21 
and March 28 at 7:00 in the Historical Room.  We will discuss topics in the book and go beyond it 
with video clips and other material as well.  If you wonder why our country is so divided, Rev. Barber 
has an answer for you, contained in our American history.  You won't look at national politics the same 
way again! 

 Social Justice Blog 

On Our Social Justice Blog: "Where Does the News Come From?" 

The church's social justice blog, Not Just Us, features an article by Bill Jackson on the political effects of 
changing news media and formats. You can read the article at : 

 https://gloucestersojust.wordpress.com/ 

Join the discussion by using the "Leave a Reply" feature at the bottom of the page. You don't need 
to have a WordPress account in order to comment. 

https://gloucestersojust.wordpress.com/


 

 

 



 

 Volunteer Opportunities at Gloucester UU Church! 

 *Welcoming Newcomers 

 *The Membership Team could use a few new folks to help greet  
 newcomers on Sunday morning, give tours of the church, restock church 
 and UUA literature and track visitors.  Could you take on one of these 
 tasks?  Please see Rev. Janet or Diana Peck, our Membership chair. 
  
 *Sandwich Making for Action Shelter 

 *Volunteer teams from Gloucester churches take turns making bag lunches for guests at the Ac
 tion shelter so that they will have something to eat during the day.  One of our church teams 
 has had to stop doing this.  This could be once/month or twice/month.  If you are interested, let 
 Rev. Janet know. 

 

 

Given by: Carol and Jerry Ackerman in thanks for all the friends they have made in this Church. 

 

Given by: the Tanguays in honor of many family February birthdays 
including Alex Sr., just turned 100, and Ava Elizabeth, about to turn 1. 
 
 
Given by: William Spence Alexander and his wife, Anne Rearick in lov-

ing memory of his father, Reverend Edward Gordon Alexander, his sis-

ter, Janice Alexander, his mother, Madeline Mercer and his step-father, 

Ken Mercer.  

 

Given by: George Smith in memory of his multi-great grandfather, Hen-
ry Ware, Sr. After much controversy, he was appointed Hollis Professor 
of Divinity at Harvard in 1805. This marks the ascendancy of those who 
had rejected the Trinity and the divinity of Christ. Only later were they called Unitarians.  He also be-
came acting President of Harvard. His son, Henry Ware, Jr., went on to found the American Unitarian 
Association. 

 

If you would like to give flowers in celebration or memory of someone, please 

call Lucille LePage (978) 281-3524.  

 Flowers Given in February 



 

Religious Exploration with Rose 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This month at church our theme is Risk. Risk can be when you take a chance; especially when it is 
something new or something that makes you nervous or even scared.   

We learn by trying new things; sometimes we fail but our knowing grows.  Unitarian Universalists be-
lieve that it is important to search and learn what is true and right. We also believe that our actions 
should be guided by what we believe. Sometimes that means taking risks. 

What is a responsible or good risk? 

How do we find courage to take a risk? 

Is it okay to fail?   

March 5: A Time for All Ages – Everyone begins upstairs; children will be sung out of the service 

March 12:   Spirit Exploration – Story and activities  

March 19:   Spirit Exploration – Story and activities  

March 26:   Spirit Workshop – Special project 

 

New Program for Tweens and Young Teens 

A movie night for tweens and young teens (ages 10 through 15 years) based on Popcorn Theology: Ex-
ploring Issues of Theology and Ethics with UU Youth began on February 24. Movie nights include pizza, a 
film and conversation. All movies are rated PG or PG13. Youth are accompanied by Rose Sheehan, Direc-
tor of Religious Exploration and a parent volunteer.  

Movie night runs from 6:00 to 9:00. 

Upcoming dates are March 10, March 24, April 14 and April 28. It’s not necessary to attend every week 
to participate. Youth are welcome to bring friends. 

 



 

 

Accessible Entrance at Corner of 
Middle & Church Streets 
AND off Gould Court lot 

 www.facebook.com/gloucesteruu 

Singing the Journey Hymnals Purchased in 
Memory of Maxine  

Many thanks to all the individuals that donated funds toward 
the purchase of the Singing the Journey Hymnals in memory 
of Maxine.   

Reverend Janet Parsons Ann Straccia 
Isabel Sloane   Charlotte Lacey 
Bob Wech   Peggy Kimball 
Holly Randall   Lucille LePage 
Cynthia Dunaway  Carol & Jerry Ackerman 
Dianne Stephan  Dick Prouty 
Kerry Mullen & Deb Hardy Cindy Lawry and Doug Smith 
Jeremy Melvin  Holly Tanguay 
Linda Kidder   Genevieve Dionne 
Diana Peck   Ames Fuller 

 Easter Lilies or Tulips In Memory of — or to Honor Someone  

If you would like to give an Easter plant —which will adorn our sanctuary beginning Saturday April 15th  please fill out 

this form and send it to the church office.  

Please make checks payable to the Gloucester UU Church. Payment must accompany this request in order to ensure 

your names will be printed in the Order of Service and the Newsletter. Last day to order is April 10th.  

As last year, the cost is $13/plant. Please indicate whether you would like a lily or tulips.  

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

Memory of Honor of (Please circle one)  

_____________________________________________________  

 

Your Name __________________________ Preference: LILY _______ TULIP _______  

Time to Order Easter Flowers  

http://www.facebook.com/gloucesteruu
http://www.facebook.com/gloucesteruu


 



 

Know an Outstanding Volunteer? 

Nominate Her or Him for a Gloucester Citizenship Award 

 

Gloucester Citizenship Awards: Call for Nominations 

The Gloucester Unitarian Universalist Church is planning another “Night of Recognition” 

to honor those who give generously to make Gloucester a better place. The recipients will 

be men and women who have worked diligently on their own or within an organization, 

often behind the scenes ad with no expectation of pay or public notice. These are people 

who have quietly served others and by their actions have improved the quality of life in 

this community. They can be of any age. 

Some examples – an individual who: 

• embodies the ideals of friendship 

• gives a helping hand to those who need to get back on their feet 

• has helped keep a cultural/community program alive 

You probably know someone who deserves this recognition.  

Tell us about her or him below. Nominations for 2017 are due by Friday, March 17.  

Mail to Gloucester Unitarian Universalist Church, 10 Church St., Gloucester MA 01930,  

or email your nomination to info@gloucesteruu.org. Put “Nomination” in the subject line. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

********************************************************** 

I nominate ______________________________________________ 

Reason for nomination (use other side to continue): 

Contact information for nominee: 

Name__________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________ 

Phone number___________________________________________ 

Your Name___________________Phone________________ 

 

Know an Outstanding Volunteer? 

Nominate Her or Him for a Gloucester Citizenship Award 


