
 

Christmas can be an interesting season for Unitarian 
Universalists.  Most of us celebrate the holiday, both here in 
church  and among our families and friends, but for some of 
us it can be an uncomfortable fit with our beliefs.  Still, after 
millennia, the story is so powerful and so beautiful, and 
there is so much beauty in the season itself: the music, the 
words, the decorations, and our family traditions, that we 
can be drawn toward celebrating.  Now, in this darkest time 
of the year, our eyes seek out all the sparkle and bright 
lights that we can find. 

Perhaps, this year, we might want to engage Christmas on a 
deeper spiritual level instead of just going through the 
motions, doing things for the sake of tradition.  How does 
this ancient story speak to us today? 

This year especially, I start with the importance of the story 
of poor travelers, people with brown skin who are far from 
home.  People who are seeking shelter, who are grateful to 
be housed among the animals in a stable.  Our news is filled 
with the stories of people like that every day, refugees 
whose lives are brought crashing down around them, with 
no choice but to flee.  How can we help?  We have a choice 
to make:  do we welcome these people and offer hospitality, 
or do we build walls around our land and our hearts? 

We in the United States have been plunged into an era filled 
with suspicion and fear of people who do not look or sound 
like us.  People who we think of as “Other”.   

At its most basic, Christmas is about two things.  Its about 
encountering the Other, and opening our hearts.  It’s about 
welcoming refugees from afar, and its also about 
recognizing the possibility of the Holy in our midst: the 
encountering of that most Other of all: the Divine.  Suddenly 
the Holy appears in a stable, among the poor and the 
animals, helpless, in the most unlikely of circumstances.  
How can we watch for that and prepare room in our own 
lives? 

 

Then, too, Christmas is about hope.  Here we are, at this 
darkest of times, and the promise of new light breaking 
through is offered to us.  Hope might be hard for some of us 
to feel this December.  But we are reminded that we each 
have gifts to give, and we each have a star to follow.  And if 
we allow ourselves to hope, we can open our hearts to 
possibilities, to unexpected encounters, to new light and 
life. 

My wish for each of you this season is that you find ways to 
keep hope, the ‘thing with feathers’, as poet Emily 
Dickenson named it, alive.  Find ways to open your hearts, 
look for new possibilities, seek out encounters with the 
unexpected, the unusual.   

Here, in Advent, this time of waiting for new light and new 
possibilities, I leave you with the refrain of one of my 
favorite Advent folk songs: the Canticle of the Turning. It 
goes:  

“My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 

Let the fires of your justice burn. 

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near 

and the world is about to turn!” 

 

Wishing you the blessings of hope, peace, and joy this 
Christmas, 

Janet 
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Our theme for December is Presence 

This concept of Presence can mean several different 
things.  It can mean simply being there, showing up 
for one another, or showing up in our own 
lives.  What would our lives be like without one 
another, without the connections we create by 
simply being available and present? 

Presence can also mean attentiveness: being present 
in our own lives by paying attention, being 
mindful.  Are we aware of our thoughts and feelings 
as we navigate our busy lives? 

In considering Presence we also take note of 
Absence: what is missing at this time?  We are 
entering into the darkest time of the year, aware of 
the absence of light.  We await with hope the return 
of longer, brighter days, the return of the presence of 
light. 

Finally, as Christmas approaches we are in the 
season of Advent.  In the Christian tradition, this is 
the season of waiting for something new to emerge, 
the arrival of the Holy in our midst in a new way, a 
new Presence.   

What thoughts and feelings does the concept of 
Presence bring forth for you? 

December's Worship Services 

Sunday, December 4, 10:00 a.m.: Saved by Our 
Presence, led by Rev. Janet Parsons 

Sunday, December 11, 10:00 a.m.:  Awaiting the 
Divine Presence, led by Rev. Janet Parsons 

Thursday, December 15, 6:30 p.m.:  Advent 
Communion Vespers Service, led by Rev. Janet. All 
are welcome at this brief contemplative 
service.  Communion will be served. 

Sunday, December 18:  A multi-generational service 
featuring a no-rehearsal Christmas pageant.  All ages 
are welcome to participate - no speaking parts, just 
come as you are and decide what part you'd like to 
play! 

Saturday, December 24:  5:00 p.m.  Please join us 
for our traditional Christmas Eve worship service, 
with beautiful anthems, carols, poetry, stories, and 
candlelight.  All ages welcome. 

Sunday, December 25:  10:00 a.m.:  Join us for an 
intimate, informal service of carols and readings, and 
reminiscing about Christmases past.  And please 
bring something to contribute to our potluck brunch 
following the service! 
 

Each month we share some of the resources we used 
in worship for anyone who wants to reflect more on 
the previous theme.  In November we heard many 
stories from a number of viewpoints.  Here is 
additional information: 

Here are some references from news articles and books 
that were used as sermon illustrations during November, 
with the theme of Stories.   

American Political History: 

“Our Feuding Founding Fathers,” Alan Taylor, New York 
Times, October 17, 2016  

(http://www.capitol.gov/html/
VGN_2010061462876.html) 

“Alexander Hamilton’s Improbable Life Story Inspires New 
Musical,” Barbara Hoffman, New York Post, February 14, 
2015   

Gloucester UU Church History: 

The Life of the Reverend John Murray (autobiography) 

Universalism in Gloucester, Mass., by Reverend Richard 
Eddy 

Finding Ways to Get and Stay Involved in Political 
Events 

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/17/opinion/a-12-step-

program-for-responding-to-president-elect-trump.html?_r=0 
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Going Deeper with Story 
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Lucy Myers            Diana Peck                                 Roger Garberg 
Peggy Kimball                           Rob Hill                                      Mern Sibley                                  
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Robin Newhall                         Geoff Richon                              Jim Schoel                                      
Jude Warrington                     George Smith                             Nicole Schoel                                

Coffee Hour Team Assignments December  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

This year's Church Fair will be held on  
Saturday, December 10th, from 9am-1pm.   

We need many volunteers to make this happen - people to set up, clean up, work the various tables, 
bake cookies and sweet food, donate items for the raffle baskets, help in the kitchen, coordinating artist 
vendors, make s'mores on the lawn, getting banners made, signs put up around town, and on and on. We 

also need donated items in very good condition to sell in Brad's Unique Boutique.  

If you are an artist or craft person and would like to sell your items, we'd love to have you involved.    

Please consider helping out with the Fair. This is our chance to open our doors to the Gloucester Com-
munity and be a part of the Middle Street Walk. In addition, it's a great church community-building  

activity. While we work hard, we also have a lot of fun. 
If you are able to help out, please contact Cynthia at  

cynthialawry@hotmail.com or see her at coffee hour.  

Christmas Poinsettias  
in Memory of or to Honor Someone 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to give a Christmas Poinsettia which will adorn the Sanctuary beginning on Saturday, December 18th, in 
time for our Welcome Yule Celebration.  Please complete a form or email Debra in the  Church office., info@gloucesteruu.org 
Last day to order is December 9th.  The Cost is $13 per Poinsettia. 

There are two colors available; White or Red.  Please indicate on your order form your color preference.  

Make checks payable to the Gloucester UU Church. (please write Poinsettia in the memo line).  Payment must accompany 
this request in order to ensure that the names will be printed in the Order of Service and the Newsletter.  

 

mailto:cynthialawry@hotmail


 

GLOUCESTER MEETINGHOUSE CONCERT  

“Christmas in the New World” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

performed by the renowned New England ensemble  

Musicians of the Old Post Road  

Friday, December 16th 7:30pm  

 

In the Sanctuary at the historic 1806 Gloucester Meetinghouse (home of the Gloucester Unitarian 

Universalist Church), corner of Church & Middle Street, with accessible side entrance at 10 

Church Street. 

 
Musicians of the Old Post Road is a chamber ensemble based in the Boston area that specializes in 
the period instrument performance of dynamic and diverse music from the Baroque to early Romantic 
eras. Its repertoire includes compelling “rediscovered” works that have been lost to audiences for cen-
turies. 
Founded by Artistic Directors Suzanne Stumpf (flute) and Daniel Ryan (cello), the ensemble takes its 
name from its acclaimed concert series, originally entitled Old Post Road Historic Concerts, begun in 
1989. They are joined by Sarah Darling (violin & viola), Marcia Cassidy (viola) and Michael Bahmann, 
(harpsichord). 
The concert series brings period instrument performances to historical buildings such as meeting-
houses, churches, mansions, and museums. The venues trace the route of the old Boston Post Road, 
the first thoroughfare connecting Boston and New York City beginning in the 1670s. 
In 2006, the ensemble was featured on WCVB television’s Chronicle program about the history of the 
old Boston Post Road. The ensemble has toured North America and Europe and has six CD recordings 
to its credit. 
 
This is a rare opportunity to celebrate the holiday season with a unique program abounding with fes-

tive music exported to 18th-century Central and South America! Selections include lively Spanish vil-

lancicos, ornate Italian cantatas, and rhythmically-playful works with indigenous influences. Castella-

nos, Dura n, Jerusalem, Pacheco, and Torres are among the featured composers. 

With Jessica Petrus, soprano, and Catherine Hedberg, mezzo-soprano, and special guest Eloy Cruz 

(Mexico), Baroque guitar 

 

Tickets:  $35 Preferred Seating (reserved front rows & rear gallery), $25 General, $20 College Stu-

dents & Seniors (65+), under 17 free.  Tickets may be purchased online at 

www.gloucestermeetinghouse.org or at the door with cash, check or major credit card. 

This concert is a benefit:  For the Meetinghouse Preservation Fund 

 
Sponsors for this event are J.J. & Jackie Bell, Karen Bell, Charles Nazarian and the Cape Ann Savings Bank  



 

Giving Tree 
… for PATHWAYS FOR 

CHILDREN  

 

 

 

 

 

Our Giving tree is now set-up in the 
Church vestry.  Stop by and take an 
ornament and buy that gift to benefit 
the children at Pathways in 
Gloucester.  

Please return your UNWRAPPED 

gifts by December 11 

Clothing items needed are: warm 

coats, sweatshirts and sweaters.  

Additional items like small Lego kits, 

iTunes cards, Toys R Us cards, and 

small toys (Not wrapped)  

are also appreciated.  

 

 

 

 

For those of you who don’t enjoy 
shopping, Bethany Gray is excited to 
be your personal shopper!  you may 
give cash/check donations to Debra 
in the Church office by December 
11th so that the gifts may be 
purchased and ready for the 
Pathways “store”.  Please make 
checks payable to: Gloucester UU 
Church and put “Giving Tree” in the 
memo line. 

We have started a gathering of  a “Circle of Women” 
where women can come together for tea, 
conversation and connection.  

Come join us every first and third Sunday of each 
month from 4pm to 5pm in the Church Vestry.  

Bring a project that you may be working on or just 
bring yourself! 

December circles will meet on: December 4th and 
18th 

 

 

Our Giving Tree 

Circle of Women  

News from the Book Group 

GUU Book Club – all are welcome! 

December: no book this month. Gather for tea and conversation at Carol Ackerman’s house 
on December 27 at 7:00 PM 

January: Breakfast with Buddha, novel by Roland Merullo. “The only thing certain about a 
journey is that it has a beginning and an end, for you never know what may happen along the 
way. And so it is with this journey into the minds and souls of two very different men, one of 
them in search of the truth, the other a man who may have already found 
it.” (goodreads.com) 

Meeting: Tuesday, January 24, 7 PM in the historical room or library. 



 

Religious Exploration with Rose 

 

This month at church we are talking about Presence. 
Our Unitarian Universalist principles tell us to search 
for what is true and right in life and to keep learning 
together. This month we will explore how to be more 
present. 

 
Have you ever thought so hard about something else 
or someplace else, that you kind of forget where you 
are?  
To be fully present in the moment means using our 
senses to focus on where we are right now. Learning 
how to be present can help us become the people we 
want to be. Learning to be present can help us work 
through strong feelings. When things happen that 
might make us feel scared, angry or sad, knowing 
how to be present to work through those emotions 
can help us from feeling overwhelmed or lost.  
If we know how to focus ourselves, no matter what is 
happening, we can make good choices for ourselves. 
If we practice being present, we prepare our minds 
and bodies to be able to answer the question: What 
do I really want to do? 
 
 
 

 

December Schedule - Please note that the children 

will begin in the sanctuary for each Sunday in Advent.  

 

Please Note that there will be no RE programming or 

childcare on  

Sunday, December 25th  Christmas Day 

Or on Sunday, January 1st New Year’s Day 



 

December Birthdays 

Wishing you all many Happy 

Returns of the Day 

Ruth Maassen (6)  

Suzanna Runnels (14)  

Carol Ackerman (17)  

Matilda Melvin (17)  

Diane Constantino (21)  

Lucy Myers (24)  

Lynne Holton (30)  

Thank you to the individuals 

that donated flowers in 

November: 

 

November 6: given by Peter 
Berkrot in celebration of his wife, 
Karen Lundh’s birthday!  Happy 
Birthday!!  xoxo  
 
November 13: given by Charlotte 
Lacey to celebrate when Hamer 
and she met at Church fourteen 
wonderful years ago.  
 

 

 

 

Memories and Celebrations 

Spiral of Light—December 18th 

 

Accessible Entrance at Corner of 
Middle & Church Streets 
AND off Gould Court lot 

 www.facebook.com/gloucesteruu 

 Winter Ritual Celebrates the Beauty of the Light in the Darkness 

  Additional Information will be printed in the weekly updates 

http://www.facebook.com/gloucesteruu
http://www.facebook.com/gloucesteruu

